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Overview map of the Bonnechere River flowing  
from Algonquin Park and into the Ottawa River. 

Nestled between the nation’s capital, the beautiful  
Ottawa River, and the northern tip of historical          
Algonquin Provincial Park is where you will find    
Renfrew County.  It is Ontario’s largest county and it 
is home to 900 pristine lakes and 4 major  river       
systems.  This is also where the Bonnechere River 
flows. 
 

Renfrew County is part of the Ottawa Valley which 
was carved by rivers some 600 million years ago due 
to glaciations.  Today, Renfrew County sits in the 
midst of stunning wilderness, gorgeous landscape, 
and natural splendor. 
 

Its 17 municipalities are spread out over 7,645 square 
kilometers.  The area is rural in nature and its scenery 
makes this part of Canada unique.  The people of     
Renfrew County are proud to be part of a strong and 
loyal community where family ties and wholesome  
values create an appealing place to call home. 
 

Two great websites: 
www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca 
www.valleyexplore.com 

Recreation in the Ottawa Valley includes paddling,   
cycling, hiking, white water rafting and more.  
Whether you are a beginner or someone looking to 
advance your skills, this area is a great resource for 
indulging in outdoor activities. 
 

The Bonnechere River offers great paddling both on 
flat water and white water.  It’s modest rapids can   
offer an exciting challenge if you are looking to      
develop white water paddling skills. 
 

The Ottawa River of course, offers much more      
powerful white water.  Many rafting companies are 
located here, and run professional and enjoyable trips 
down two channels.  The main channel offers rougher 
waters while the middle channel is more family       
oriented. 
 

Algonquin Park is steps away from Renfrew County 
and  also offers great outdoor trips whether you want 
to hike, bike, or paddle.  Trips can be for the day or 
multiple days for those looking for a longer             
adventure. Whatever your  passion is, Renfrew 
County is the right place for you! 
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Leave No Trace Principles are here to help            
encourage positive interactions with the natural      
environment and can be applied in your everyday 
life.  Whether you’re just taking a walk, cycling, 
camping, paddling, or doing anything else outdoors, 
these 7 principles will help you develop good habits 
in order to reduce your impact:   
 

1. Plan ahead and prepare�
Know the regulations and special concerns of the 
area 
 

2. Camp and travel on durable surfaces�
This will help to avoid erosion and protect riparian 
areas 
 

3. Dispose of waste properly�
Pack out what you packed in, do not leave litter    
behind 

4. Leave what you find�
Help maintain the integrity of the area 
 

5. Minimize campfire impacts�
Use a stove or keep your fire small, do not use live  
trees 
 

6. Respect Wildlife�
Observe from a distance and never feed animals 
 

7. Be considerate of other visitors�
Protect the quality of their visit, avoid loud noises�
�
 
For more information visit: 
 

www.lnt.org  
Please keep it pristine!�

'�
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Photos by Mark Jones 

The Bonnechere River is pronounced 
“Bone chur” by the  locals and it has 
served many purposes such as     
transportation, exploration, logging, 
sawmilling, hydroelectric generation, 
agriculture, fishing, and has been a 
source of food and recreation.  The 
nearby lands have been the first 
logged, settled, and farmed in       
Renfrew County.  “Bonnechere” was 
derived from the French word “bonne 
chere” which means good eating.  For 
more info be sure to visit the        
Bonnechere Museum in Eganville.   

Wetlands provide: water storage, storm protection and flood      
migration, shoreline stabilization and erosion control, ground water 
recharge, and water purification through retention of nutrients, 
sediments, and pollutants.  Conservation of wetlands is critical for 
being home to many species. You can help!  
BRWP has a wetland enhancement project to  
ensure their conservation and future health. 
Visit www.bonnechereriver.ca for more     
information on how you can help. Programs 
encourage everyone to fence and plant eroded 
banks as well as creating buffer zones at the 
water’s edge in order to prevent erosion and 
help protect the quality of the water. 

)��������
�����%���� ����� '�,����� ���
����������

We all want a healthy river, so in order to maintain our 
pristine Bonnechere, there are few things that the           
community can do to help.  Septic tanks should be installed 
away from the waterfront, and be sure to check out 
BRWP’s program for the agricultural community.  A 
healthy shoreline equals healthy rivers, lakes, and wetlands!  
The website offers more tips on how to naturalize your 
shorelines. 


����A�������������
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Bonnechere Provincial Park: 
 

This park is located where the little Bonnechere River enters Round Lake and covers 162 hectares of forest 
and wetland. There are 128 campsites, 4 rustic cabins, comfort station with showers, sandy beach, playground, 
boardwalk, bookstore, kayak rentals, and the Davenport Cultural Resource Centre.  
 
Bonnechere River Provincial Park:  
 

A 1200 hectare waterway that links a number of natural areas including the shorelines of the Little Bonnechere 
from the Algonquin Park boundary to County Rd 58 near Round Lake. There are four campsites in the park .  
 
Foy Provincial Park:  
 

148 hectares of Foy property located on Red Rock Road at Round Lake across from Bonnechere Park. One of 
the last undeveloped sections of shoreline on the lake.  

Pikwakanagan is located on the shores of the        
Bonnechere River and Golden Lake, off Highway 60. 
Pikwakanagan means “beautiful hilly country covered 
in evergreens.” The community has a rich history    
including the origin of the world’s largest birch bark 
canoe.  
 

There is an administration office, Council House, 
Health Centre, Daycare Centre, Tennisco Manor,   
Museum, Community Hall,   Harvest Department, Fire 
Hall, Church, ball field, park, cemetery and a number 
of private businesses on the reserve.  During the     
annual Powwow is an excellent time to stop in!  
Check out their website for more information: 
 

www.algonquinsofpikwakanagan.com 

���������	��������!�������������

There are self-guided hikes along the Bonnechere 
River. There is McNaughton’s Walk within     
Bonnechere Provincial Park featuring 3 short loops 
that sit atop a sand delta that formed thousands of 
years ago as glacial melt water spilled into an    
ancient lake. This is a fairly easy stroll; great for a 
fitness workout.  
 

Whispering Winds Lookout on Egg Rock features 
two parallel fault lines that form a colossal trench 
that once carried massive amounts of glacial melt 
water down from the north. This is a challenging 
hike as there is a steep rise that follows sharp     
contours up to a lookout.  
 
Check out www.valleyexplore.com for more info. 

*������
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Killaloe Station Park:  
Opened in 1994 on site of the old    
railway station. The original train    
station was demolished in 1968.  
Take Brennan Creek to get here by 
canoe! 
 
 

Round Lake Centre Park:  
Great for picnics and rest stops.  

������'������%���� �����
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Round Lake 

The following three maps were created to benefit those who wish to canoe along the Bonnechere River.         
Below: a map of Round Lake, Upper Right: Golden Lake Map, Lower Right: Smaller scale map of this area. 
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Golden Lake 
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Photos by Marc Jones 
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Member of the Walnut Family, The Butternut is found in southwestern 
Ontario north to the Bruce Peninsula and on the edge of the Precambrian 
shield (including Renfrew County). 
 
The leaves of the Butternut are generally longer than it’s relative, the 
Black Walnut, but have fewer leaflets (9-19). The butternut has a         
terminal leaf while the Black Walnut does not.  Butternut leaves are 
hairy on their midvein, while the Black Walnut is hairless. 
 
The main threat to the tree is a serious fungal disease called Butternut 
Canker. It has been in North America for over 50 years, and was first 
found in Ontario in 1991. It is thought that it arrived from infected 
plants brought from overseas.  
 
Surveys in Ontario show that most trees are infected and about one third 
have been killed.  There is no known cure for the disease.  The butternut 
is endangered provincially and nationally. The tree is protected under 
Ontario’s Endangered Species Act, 2007 which prohibits any harm to 
the species.  

The Blanding’s turtle is easy to identify by it’s bright 
yellow throat and jaw.  It’s shell is smooth and      
dome-shaped and looks almost like a military helmet. 
This medium-sized turtle is most often found in     
shallow wetlands with abundant vegetation and can 
also be found in and around lakes and streams. The 
Blanding’s turtle is very mobile and has been known to 
travel up to seven kilometers in search of food or a 
mate.  
 
The Blanding’s turtle is found in the southern Great 
Lakes region and eastern Ontario. Isolated populations can also be found in Quebec and Nova Scotia. 
You can find this turtle in the southern and central portions of Ontario except along the Bruce Peninsula 
and the far southeast.  
 
The Blanding’s turtle is threatened provincially and  nationally. Threats to this species include road         
mortality, habitat destruction, and collection for the pet trade. The Blanding’s turtle is protected from any      
actions that may cause harm to the species under the Ontario’s Endangered Species Act, 2007. 
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Purple Loosestrife was introduced from  Europe  
but is now widely naturalized. You can find it in 
wet meadows, river flood-plains and damp     
roadsides throughout most of  Ontario. 
 
The plant resembles those of the mint family, but 
has separate petals, a seedpod with many fine 
seeds, and lacks a minty odour.  
 
Left unchecked, purple loosestrife can choke out    
important aquatic wildlife. This hardy perennial 
can outgrow sedges, rushes and cattails.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are different control measures that can be    
implemented such as hand pulling, cutting, and     
releasing predatory insects of the loosestrife.  

The Double-crested cormorant is a large        
fish-eating bird native to Ontario that has       
undergone dramatic population fluctuations 
over the last thirty years.  
The cormorant’s droppings are so acidic that 
they can kill off all the local vegetation of an 
island that they inhabit. They also consume on 
average one pound of fish per day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are many debates on appropriate     
measures to take for controlling the cormorant 
issue. Some say culling will take care of the 
issue, while others feel there are more humane     
measures.   

The BRWP is involved with many different projects including: 
 

Water Quality Monitoring: Water quality tests undertaken over a period of two years in 
collaboration with the Ministry of the Environment 
and the Ministry of Health. 
 

Tree Planting Program: The planting of native trees 
and shrubs on private land within the watershed.  
 

Youth Education: The BRWP works with students by 
providing courses on environmental leadership, forest 
issues and benthic invertebrate monitoring.  
 
The BRWP also has an Adopt-A-Creek initiative, a 
Bird Nesting Box Program and   Wetland Enhancement Projects. 
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Dunne’s trailer park and camping 
Canoe Rentals Available 
Phone: 613-757-2995 
www.dunnescamping.com 
 
Covered Bridge Park 
Phone: 613-757-3368 
www.coveredbridgepark.com 
 
Bonnechere Provincial Park 
Canoes Available and Kayak Rentals 
613-757-2103 
www.ontarioparks.com 
 
Bonnechere River Provincial Park 
4 interior campsites 
www.bonnecherepark.on.ca 

���,	�������B�;��
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Be aware that Round Lake and Golden are quite large and may develop high waves and    
unstable Conditions certain times of year and during extreme weather events. 

�

The minimum required safety equipment when paddling includes one life 
jacket per person, a paddle per person, a bailer, a whistle, and a throw 
rope for every boat.  It is recommended that you travel in groups of two or 
more boats for safety.  Check the weather and avoid windy conditions and 
thunderstorms.  For more information visit the “Office of Boating Safety” 
at  www.tc.gc.ca/marinesafety 
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Golden Lake Park 
Canoe Rentals Available 
Phone: 613-757-0018 
www.goldenlakepark.ca 
 
Bonnechere Lodge 
Canoe, Kayak, Paddle Boat Rentals 
Phone: 613-625-2659 
www.bonlodge.com 
 

Barry’s Bay Outfitters 
Canoe, Kayak Rentals and Retail Store 
Only 20 minutes away from the Lakes 
Phone: 1-888-779-7705 
www.barrysbayoutfitters.com 
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